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The U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) Alternative 
Fuels Data Center (AFDC) was created in 1991 in 
response to federal legislation encouraging greater use 
of alternative fuels to displace petroleum.  Developed by 
DOE’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory, the AFDC 
provides data, documents, online tools, and other 
resources to enable implementation of alterna-
tive fuel and advanced vehicle technologies at the 
local and regional levels.  Supported by the Clean 
Cities and EPAct Fleet activities within DOE’s 
FreedomCAR and Vehicle Technologies Program, 
the AFDC continues to be an unbiased source of 
data related to biofuels and other alternative fuels.

The AFDC was used by more than 1.5 million Clean 
Cities stakeholders, industry representatives, fleets, 
consumers, and university students in fiscal year 
2006. Thousands of documents and several inter-
active tools help users make fuel and vehicle pur-
chase decisions, infrastructure evaluations, fueling 
choices, fleet management decisions, and contact 
with experts, among other capabilities. The goal of 
the AFDC is to provide unbiased, technically sound 
information that explains the benefits, challenges, 
and opportunities for alternative fuels and vehicles.

A large portion of AFDC resources focuses on biofuels 
data and information. The AFDC contains more than 
1,300 documents, dozens of Web pages, and several 
online tools specific to biodiesel and ethanol. We pro-
vide a complete list, below. 

AFDC Ethanol Web Sites and Tools
Ethanol Portal (www.eere.energy.gov/ethanol) 
The U.S. Department of Energy Ethanol Portal is the  
gateway to E85 information. It provides links to:

•	 Ethanol Basics

•	 The Campaign for an American Fuel

•	 E85 Fleet Infrastructure Resources

The Alternative Fuels Data 
Center – Providing Biofuels  
Tools and Information  
www.eere.energy.gov/afdc

•	 E85 Fueling Stations

•	 Flex Fuel Vehicles (FFVs)

•	 FFV Cost Calculator

•	 Ethanol R&D Updates

•	 Energy Balance Issues

•	 Incentives and Laws

DOE’s E85 Fleet Toolkit (www.eere.energy.gov/afdc/e85toolkit/) 
- A Web site geared to help fleets install E85 infrastruc-
ture, learn about codes and standards related to E85 fuel-
ing equipment, and evaluate equipment options. 

DOE’s Campaign for an American Fuel (www.eere.energy.gov/
afdc/e85campaign/) - This campaign helps unite fuel sup-
pliers and flexible fuel vehicle (FFV) dealers to increase 
the sales of FFVs and E85.
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Clean Cities

For more information about Clean Cities visit www.eere.energy.gov/cleancities

E85 Fueling Stations (www.eere.energy.gov/afdc/infrastructure/
e85_stations.cgi) - Search for E85 stations near you and 
across the country. You’ll also find a trip planner, station 
maps, and state-by-state station counts.

E85 State and Federal Incentives and Laws (www.eere.energy.
gov/afdc/laws/e85_incentives.cgi) - This tool allows you to 
easily search for E85 incentives and laws by state. To get 
federal incentives and laws related to E85, go to: www.eere.
energy.gov/afdc/progs/ind_fed_incentive.cgi. 

Available FFVs (www.eere.energy.gov/fleetguide/vehicle_search.
php?Light-Duty*Cars*and*Trucks/Fuel-Technology/2006/
Ethanol-Flexible*Fuel) - View and compare all available 
vehicles that can operate on E85.

FFV Cost Calculator (www.eere.energy.gov/fleetguide/cost_anal.
php?0/E85*Flex*Fuel/) - Use this tool to calculate the cost 
and emissions differences of driving a vehicle fueled with 
E85 versus gasoline.

Ethanol Blends (www.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/blends/ 
ethanol.html) - This Web site covers information related  
to low level blends of ethanol (blends with 10% or less  
of ethanol).

E85 Documents
Ethanol: The Complete Energy Lifecycle Picture (www1.eere. 
energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/pdfs/program/ethanol_brochure_
color.pdf) - A 4-page brochure explaining the positive 
energy balance of ethanol using the Greenhouse Gases 
Regulated Emissions and Energy Use in Transportation 
(GREET) model of life-cycle analysis.

Handbook for Handling, Storing, and Dispensing E85 (www.
eere.energy.gov/afdc/pdfs/40243.pdf) - A 32-page handbook 
explaining the production, properties, storing, and dis-
pensing of E85 as a transportation fuel. Information on 
EPAct and flex fuel vehicles is also provided.

Flexible Fuel Vehicles: Powered by an American Fuel (www.eere.
energy.gov/cleancities/toolbox/pdfs/39407.pdf) - Frequently 
asked questions and their answers regarding E85 and flex-
ible fuel vehicles.

Low-Level Ethanol Fuel Blends (www.eere.energy.gov/ 
cleancities/blends/pdfs/37135.pdf ) - Transportation fuels 
containing 10% or less ethanol are the topic of this  
2-page fact sheet.

AFDC Biodiesel Web Sites and Tools
Biodiesel Basics (www.eere.energy.gov/afdc/altfuel/biodiesel.
html) - This page provides information and links to bio
diesel information, industry contacts, and related links.

Biodiesel Fueling Stations (www.eere.energy.gov/afdc/ 
infrastructure/locator.html) - Search for biodiesel stations 
near you and across the country. This tool includes stations 
that offer biodiesel blends at the pump. You can also use it 
to identify biodiesel stations along a specific driving route.

Biodiesel State and Federal Incentives and Laws (www.eere.
energy.gov/afdc/laws/incen_laws.html) - Search for biodiesel 
incentives and laws by state or see federal incentives and 
laws related to biodiesel. 

Biodiesel Blends (www.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/blends/
biodiesel.html) - Learn about lower level blends of biodie-
sel such as B2 (2% biodiesel and 98% diesel) and B5 (5% 
biodiesel and 95% diesel).

Biodiesel Documents
Biodiesel Handling and Use Guidelines (www.nrel.gov/ 
vehiclesandfuels/npbf/feature_guidelines.html) - A 72-page 
handbook for those who blend, distribute, and use biodie-
sel and biodiesel blends. It offers information on biodiesel 
properties, as well as the safety, health, and environmen-
tal considerations of using the fuel.

Biodiesel Blends Fact Sheet (www.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/
blends/pdfs/37136.pdf) - A look at the properties and per-
formance of biodiesel blends in the range of 2%–20% 
biodiesel.

Additional Biofuels Organizations and Links 
American Coalition for Ethanol (www.ethanol.org)

Ethanol Promotion and Information Council  
(www.drivingethanol.org/)

National Biodiesel Board (www.biodiesel.org/)

National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition  
(www.e85fuel.com/index.php)

Renewable Fuels Association (www.ethanolrfa.org/)

For additional information  
please call the EERE Information Center at:  

1-877-EERE-INF or (1-877-337-3463)


